
November 8, 2013 
 
Dear Parent: 
 
As a University of Illinois doctoral candidate in Art Education, I would like to include your child and other 
participants in the Digital Arts Workshop in a research project on how teenagers are learning about art and 
media-making online, and how teachers can promote learning about this topic in informal spaces like this 
Workshop. If your student enrolls in the Workshop, which meets once a week for two hours over a period 
of nine weeks (January 24th-March 22nd), their interactions in the group and work produced may be used as 
a source of data for my study. 
 
During the Workshop, students will be presented with some structured activities, be allowed time to freely 
explore their own ideas, engage with peers, and experiment with new types of digital art-making. At this 
time, data collection will be comprised mostly of observation (written or recorded in audio or video form), 
semi-structured, conversational interviews, and documentation of the work that they are producing. All 
visual data will be kept strictly confidential, and you can choose below whether you will allow images of 
your student or their work to be included in the written report of this study. On occasion, I may ask you or 
your child to talk with me in more detail about their work outside of the Workshop hours or participate with 
them as they work online. These interactions can be held at a place and time of your convenience. 
 
There are no risks anticipated beyond those that occur in daily life (or in the average art classroom), and 
your child's participation in this project is completely voluntary. In addition to your permission, your child 
will also be asked if he or she would like to take part in this project. Only those children who have parental 
permission and have also signed their own consent form will be considered as participants in the study, and 
any child may stop taking part at any time. You are free to withdraw your permission for your child's 
participation at any time and for any reason without penalty.  
 
The information that is obtained during this research project will be kept strictly confidential and will not 
become a part of your child's school record. Any sharing or publication of the research results will not 
identify any of the participants by name. 
 
I look forward to working with your child. I think that the Digital Arts Workshop will be enjoyable for the 
children who participate and will help them to learn about the topic of digital media and how learning takes 
place through informal art-making. The benefits of what your student can gain from participating in the 
Workshop are skills and knowledge that should serve them well in the years to come. 
 
If you have any questions about this project, please contact us using the information below. If you have any 
questions about your or your child’s rights as a participant in this study or any concerns or complaints, 
please contact the University of Illinois Institutional Review Board at 217-333-2670 (collect calls will be 
accepted if you identify yourself as a research participant) or via email at irb@illinois.edu. 
 
Please return this form to Mr. Olson on the first day of the Workshop, January 24th, 2014 and keep the 
attached copy of this letter for your records. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brad Olson (Primary Researcher)    Dr. Paul Duncum (Adviser) 
(217) 621-9785      (217) 333-4841 
bmolson1@illinois.edu      pduncum@illinois.edu 

I do/do not (circle one) give my child permission to 
participate in the research project described above. 
 
I do/do not (circle one) give permission for my child’s 
images or images of their work to be used in the written 
report of this study or other presentations. 

 
___________________________________ 
Print name 
 
______________________    ___________ 
Signature                                Date 



 


